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[ am impressed by the way they live in the sumo stable. They have to follow a strict tradition in many aspects of their
daily lives, from meals to their manner of dress. I used to think that sumo wrestlers are slow, but watching them practicing |
found that they are really fast and strong. Also, it seemed to me that everyone was very proud of being a sumo wrestler,
and they all tried hard to be stronger and stronger. Their training is what impressed me most. All the sumo wrestlers had to
reach, or even go over their limits. They kept challenging each other, falling down and standing up again and again. I was
very excited in how they managed to keep that hard training every day. Many times I thought they were going to finish the
training because everyone looked tired, but no, they still stood there, training over and over.

I think sumo is very important as a Japanese national sport because it represents everything that is good in traditional
Japanese culture. I learned that a professional sumo wrestler is very famous and adored by all Japanese public. These pro—
fessional sumo wrestlers appear in public in a kimono or a silk robe, wear their hair in top—knots and live at the sumo sta—
ble. I also read from a document that a professional sumo wrestler in Japan would look just like a Samurai without a sword
in public. Talk in another way, the sumo wrestler really represents Japanese spirit. Therefore, the world of professional su—

mo is steeped in tradition and culture, and sumo is important as a national sport.

e BT

AEESELESELS DDA ok FESIHSD FLR2hA B E

TIFRFREEMEICOVTRBLEKREN 2L, %0)7&%3&7@7‘%0)%@1?}‘ 7‘—<é/\;0)’r§%ﬁﬁli E 20} :10)
TS f=y (AN f=h [FAZL Wit A HzL  TAEL [FLSR2hA
BEIC *TT%)_nﬁd)méd)Jiﬂite‘:L\ BRICFALERENDTY, itxﬁﬁfa\( Tﬁ%ﬁﬁ(ik%limi k%b\lie‘:%w
LW E EZ 1018 h FLRD2DA WsIFA & FEOMLE  FLSEL H gAY ZED
ﬂbt&d)%ﬂzﬁ(iﬁbfﬁét bhTWET, Tﬁ#%ﬁﬁli ERVLHHE %&Htﬁméhiﬂ' ¥E\*~>5'E_¢._f3\¥1 T—BL
z & FES5MLE B NAEES FLRDMA - B0k
,IFJ{'%SU{.ZD&% %o)jc%u%zﬂimhrﬁﬂi EYMBEEYTHIEATELDT, k%m@%ﬁﬁlir%ﬁu
EFLS5EN FR2MMA #2YD TALSAD 2< ZELE W < RASA LoR2LY &S
%kﬁ’c{zt&b\b\):,mb\id‘ Tﬁ;%ﬁﬁ’& i?’ét&bl T.(éAJU)ET%’E'T’F’DT_Us/IFE?fﬁ?ﬁ\b"f"MOOfﬁ DDERYPERE
L3l fzh~A LY&> BEFALESEL &

‘qi % L/T' L) Lf'v_&(iigﬁj’fib L/(I\tll_y\ll\ij— & a)ﬁ*‘l'%{%#'{k ﬁ‘ﬁb‘&:mb‘fbf:o

(Svov—BFF4]

In Edo era, I found various exhibitions which reflect people’ s life in traditional Japanese ways. I found row houses in
which the entire family lives in one small room and the view of the west side of Ryogoku bridge and it occurred to me that
Japanese population must have been quite large in Edo area. I also found Kabuki theatre in very traditional appearance. It
can generally be inferred that Japanese society in the first half of the 19th century was still mostly traditional.

In the exhibitions of the Tokyo era, we saw some buildings in European Architecture including one which was the home
to the Choya Newspaper Company and located in today’ s Ginza and the one for entertaining foreign diplomats and digni—
taries. These buildings, built in later half of the 19th century, can be recognized as early symbols of Westernization. Later in
the first half of the 20th century, even houses were modernized to a combination of European and Japanese styles. Cars
were also imported from foreign countries. I think it was also around that time the way they dress had changed to western
style. These changes were followed by development pointing indirectly that the enlightenment that came along with west—
ernization had inaugurated and empowered the creativity and productivity of Japanese people.

We then looked at the displays about the World War II and its destructive effects. When looking at the post—war recon—
structions, I could imagine the attitude and perseverance of Japanese people who created the present day Tokyo out of
these post—war conditions.
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I think everyone of us has done a very good job. We have shown our culture ranging from old time to what is interesting
to our countries for now. Audience would have seen our uniqueness such as our tourist spots, food, dressing, people and
everyday life. ASEAN Tropical Festival was a useful event for us to talk to audience to tell them about our countries.

As a member and observer, I was so happy hearing claps or seeing full attention from audience to the stage when per—
formance or presentation was shown. In addition, after performance was finished, it was interesting that guests walked
around taking pictures and trying to see exhibition of each ASEAN countries. Audiences made me feel they would like to
find out more about what we just showed them by asking us related questions and giving compliments.
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