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Expect the unexpected. Honestly, I only expected discussing ASEAN issues with Japanese students.
But no, this program exceeded my expectations! [ thought language barrier would make this program
unproductive. I was wrong. [ thought I would be singled out because among the ASEAN participants, I
have the least knowledge on Nihongo. 1 was wrong again. [ thought discussions would be so serious
and not so fun. I was 100% wrong.
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Soba noodles are made of buckwheat flour. It is the 1st time for me to make soba by my self. I
think making soba is not too difficult, but there are a lot of steps that we need to do one by one

Q make a good soba. This activity is my favorite activity in Nasukashi Volunteer Program. /
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I found out that Japanese students are good at not only education but also music and sports. Eve-

ry school has good |ibrary, playground and other facilities. We learned how to play Japanese musi-

cal instruments from the students. I |ike Japanese music and musical instruments. Some musical in-
struments are very similar to Myanmar’ s ones (e.g. drums).

SUAR—ITFEE

The most memorable moment was when I teasingly asked a student, “what would you do if you dis-
|ike the food in the school lunch?” To which she replied, looking bewildered, “of course I would
still finish food definitely.” Her answer brings to mind the qualities of endurance and patience,

values so ubiquitous of the Japanese culture, an invaluable lesson in the society of today. 4"//
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I learned that not all people can think
and act the way you think and that aca-
demic achievement is not a determinant of
one’ s capability. ASJA students are com-
posed mostly of graduate students and
scholars of MEXT. 1 thought that the
event preparation will have no problem
given the composition of the members
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The first thing I learned through this event is about the culture of ASEAN countries. Even though
we are neighbours it had never been this easy for me to learn about all these countries and the
nature of their people in the same place. Another important thing [ learned is how difficult and
painstaking it can be to arrange and manage such an event. We have gone through a lot of compromis-
es and negotiations as well as discussions and team work to make this happen.
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All the students tried their best to present about their own country through the power point
presentation, singing traditional songs or interesting dancing

In my opinion, the audience could have a chance to know the charms of cultural diversity in
ASEAN countries. Moreover, geographical location, important landmarks and tradition had been in-
troduced through this event

More importantly, during the different countries’ booths, all the visitors could have a chance
to talk to the students in person and could experience the friendliness of South East Asian peo-

ple.
R M LBFEE

The management and the cooperation between leaders were going really well. We worked it out in
just 2 face to face meetings and some online meetings. We constantly improved the whole program by
continuous discussion. I think that was all thanks to the three leaders we voted up. As for the
next time, the voting should really be done again

1 ==
3 (X%l f = RS T R TR
‘ Through this event, Cambodian team
had a dancer performed blessing dance.
This dance expressed a part of identity
of Cambodian lady which shown through
the gentleness in dance’ s movement,
and dressing style. In addition, the
history and definition behind the dance
was also explained in Japanese. Gambo-
dia as one of the ASEAN countries was
saying to the audience that we wished
them with good luck and prosperity.
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From this activity, it made me realized that the whole process is not about drinking tea, but is
about aesthetics, preparing a bowl of tea from one’s heart. The host of the ceremony always con-
siders the guests with every movement and gesture. The way how to serve tea to the guest, im-
pressed me.

I RALKFRE

INESEBYEBARADXILEFARBICTEICT T, BICKRERBNORLGEEZDFH IS LIZLVALVA
EHELGVWEWTRBWI ENHOTEREBIZRELGIETY .. FERFERZHRTLETTLRL, MEFLH-TE
DHEFEFEEOEEFLEST, BRODFICHFEAHAS L EIABARELGHERVET, ThIZSH
ZEDEOBIARGECHATREBEZHREBRTE, KYITBRBLELT,

TR T

When the Sensei in charge of the tea ceremony was explaining each part’ s significance, [ was
impressed by how special the tea ceremony was. | was overwhelmed. From the poster above the altar
to the wagashi served to us, everything has its own significance for the ceremony. I was impressed
that they even used a ceramic from Vietnam and a paper cloth and ceramic too from Thailand to pay
tribute that their guests were mostly from Asia. This truly reflects the attention and hospitality
given by the Japanese to their guests, one of the many things [ absolutely admire about their cul-
ture.
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